Rules & Regulations
General Rules

1.  It is the sole responsibility of the entrant/captain of all entered boats to determine if weather and sea conditions are safe to fish. The Ozark Sportsmen Club, its officers, and tournament sponsors assume no responsibility or liability for any boats entered or individuals participating in the tournament.

2. All fish entered must comply with NJ and Federal laws, regulations, and licensing requirements. 

3. Captains must be 18 years or older to enter.

4. The early entrance fee of $140 includes entry into the tournament and the awards picnic for 4 anglers. Early registration ends on August 7th. Entries received after that date and up to and including the captain’s meeting will be $200. No entry into the tournament will be permitted after the captain’s meeting.

5. Additional anglers above the 4 referenced above may fish on vessels so equipped, for an additional $35 each. This will also include entry for the additional anglers at the awards picnic. The monies collected by adding additional anglers will not affect the prize monies. 
6. Prizes are based on 100 entries. They will be adjusted accordingly should the number of entries fall below the 100-entry mark. 

7. A portion of all proceeds raised by the tournament will be donated to the charity spelled out by the tournament committee (2026) NJ Chapter of Heroes on the Water). 

8. The captain’s meeting will be held at 7:00pm on Thursday Aug. 13th, locations will be posted on tournament website prior to the dates.  Attendance at the captain’s meeting is mandatory. Each captain is responsible for sending a representative to the meeting to review these regulations and retrieve their tournament packet.  Note: Review of the rules and regulations will be held virtually again this year.
9. The awards ceremony will be held the day following the tournament. Entry into the ceremony for non-participants will be $20 per person. All people attending the ceremony & picnic must have a wrist band. Children under 12 will be admitted free. Additional wristbands may be purchased at registration or at the picnic.


10. Prizes for eligible fish in each category will be awarded at the ceremony. 
11. If there are no fish for an eligible category, prizes will be awarded by drawing. Captains or their representative Must Be present at the awards ceremony to win any prizes that are drawn.  

12. A representative from each winning team Must Be present at the awards picnic to collect money in person. Failure to do so will forfeit prize money to the next place.

Tournament Rules

13. Fishing hours will be Dawn until 4 pm; all eligible fish must be weighed in at a participating weigh station by 5 pm. A list of participating weigh stations will be included in the tournament packet. 
14. All fish must be caught legally by rod and reel. Spear fishing, netting, and other methods of fishing will not be permitted.

15. No participant entered in the tournament can own or work on a commercial fishing vessel. Violation will be subject to disqualification, and NO money will be awarded.

16. Passing of fish from boat to boat or entrants combining their catch is prohibited. 
17. Entrants must use the official tournament weigh slips to weigh fish. These will be placed at each weigh station. The participating weigh stations will be required to keep the weigh slips at their location until picked up by a tournament committee member. Captains are advised to take a picture of their weigh slip for their own reference. Entries not on the official weigh slips will be considered invalid and disqualified from the tournament.
18. Only the registered captain or his designee may weigh fish. Any designee, assigned by the captain, weighing fish MUST BE a tournament participant that fished on the vessel weighing in.  Each entrant will be allowed 1 entry per category. Fish must be fresh and not frozen in appearance. Weigh slips must have the registered captain/designee’s name; weighmaster's name, both signatures, and time of the weigh-in to be considered valid. Slips that do not have the required names, signatures, and time will be considered invalid and not accepted. It is the registered captain/design responsibility to ensure weigh slips are filled out correctly before leaving the weigh station. 

19. All fish will be judged by weight alone.  In the event of a tie, the fish that are weighed in first will be declared the winner of the category. 
20.  Prizes are based on the combined weight of the heaviest 3 fluke. 3 fluke must be weighed to be eligible to win. 
21. Largest Fluke must be weighed separately.

22. Consolation prizes will be based on the weight of your single largest Bluefish, Seabass, Skate, or Sea robin. 
23. Anyone found to be in violation of rules and regulations will be disqualified from the event.

24. Any allegations or concerns must be submitted in writing to the tournament committee prior to the start of the awards ceremony and include name and address of the party concerned.  Those that do not contain this information will be considered false and discarded. 
25. Should such allegations include cheating, a polygraph test shall be administered at the petitioner’s expense. The tournament committee reserves the right to choose the party that will administer said test.
26. In the event the allegations are verified as accurate, the tournament committee will reimburse the cost of the test to the petitioner. 

27. Any person fishing on a vessel placing in a prize-winning category may be subjected to a polygraph test as outlined above. Should they be requested to and refuse to submit to a polygraph test they will have their vessel disqualified and NO prizes will be awarded.
28. All contestants MUST read the rules and regulations and agree to abide by them. Upon entry into the tournament the captain assumes responsibility to ensure his crew is aware and follows these rules.

29. All Tournament Committee decisions are final.










































